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Modern democratic governments are classified into
parliamentary and presidential on the basis of
nature of relations between the executive and the
legislative organs of the government. The
parliamentary system of government is the one in
which the executive is responsible to the legislature
for its policies and acts. The presidential system of
government, on the other hand, is one in which the
executive is not responsible to the legislature for its
policies and acts, and 1is constitutionally
independent of the legislature in respect of its term
of office.

The parliamentary government is also known as
cabinet government or responsible government or
Westminster model of government and is prevalent
in Britain, Japan, Canada, India among others. The
presidential government, on the other hand, is also
known as non-responsible or non-parliamentary or
fixed executive system of government and is
prevalent in USA, Brazil, Russia, Sri Lanka among
others.

Ivor Jennings called the parliamentary system as
‘cabinet system’ because the cabinet is the nucleus
of power in a parliamentary system. The
parliamentary government is also known as
‘responsible government’ as the cabinet (the real
executive) is accountable to the Parliament and
stays in office so long as it enjoys the latter’s
confidence. It is described as ‘Westminster model of




